ACTION FOE SOCIAL WELFARE

clamor if he believes a person innocent, even
though the newspapers declare him guilty.
In this sense a judge ought not to be swayed
by public opinion. On the other hand, judges
are men and human. Many laws that were
passed years ago must be applied to new con-
ditions and new circumstances. Judges must
determine the method of application of old
statutes to new conditions. In consequence
those conditions should be studied carefully,
and in many cases the opinions of business
men who are able to express an intelligent
judgment as to present-day conditions ought
to have, and doubtless at times do have, great
weight with the judges.

An interesting suggestion has often been
made that in some of our courts, particularly
our courts of last resort, where a bench of
seven or nine judges sits, hearing appealed
cases, the court would be decidedly strength-
ened and would be more likely to do justice
and to further the welfare of society if it con-
tained some lay members. Instead of having
the court composed entirely of lawyers, men